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UN ITED. STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
CONGRE5SONAL AND
NTERGOVERNMENTAL

RE!. AT ONS 

•Fh'e' 1! norable Paul 1). Tonko 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Environment 
(ommittee on Enemy and Commite 
U. S House of Reptesentati'es 
Washington. D.0 205 5-61 1,5 

Dear Representative fonko: 

This resppnds to your Ieuer dated ehruary 2Q, 201.L.regarding, past. air travel of Administrator 
Pruitt. The Admiiiitrator asked that"i respond On his behalf. 

The .U.S. Environmental Protect'ingeicy's'PrtectiyeServieë. Detail has identified specific. 
ongoing threat's associated with the Adthinitrators air travel and. thercfore,shitted his'class 
based on certain security protoc'ols'tharrequire hini 'to he nearthe ' front at thc'plane. This 
location 'allows the Adniinistrator"s security agents to expeditiously exit with im upop the 
occurrence of a .threat'. Accordini,to EPA's Assista'tt' Inspector General for I nvest'igatons, 
Admillistrator Pruit has had sigruticanti) mire thieats directed against him [here s absolutely 
no qucstion about t 17 In tact [PA has recei' ed at least four to tie times the number of 
threats against Mr. iruitt.than Fthcagency] had against MS Gina] McCartliy:' 8 'Jn addition to 
the increased number of threats 7 the Assistant inspector cieneral explained' that the' thhat run 
the variety ofdirect'threats - Fm going to put a bullet in your hrain - to i'mplied threats - iF 
you doift dassify this particular chemical' in this particular way 7 I'm .goitigtO hurt you:" 19 These 
threats arc not' limited to ust Administrator Pruit't - they also target his family.20 

I3ecauseof these ongoing. security concerns. EPA had po'ed,7 cn an individuaiized basis, each 
timwthe Administrator needed to 'use other 'than cachrtrave1 iccommodations Federal Travel 
Regulations state that [wihen exceptioial security circumstances requi'r.e other than coach-class 
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airline accommodatiOns," an agency "may authOrize/apprOve first class accommodatiOiis'2' 
Further, "exceptional security circthnstances are detemihed by [an] agency and should only be 
authorized up to the minimum other than coach-class acconiniodation ncessary." 22 Thee 
ciréumsranées include, but are nOt limited to. sinrntiOns whthihe' [u]seotcbach-class 
accommodations would endanger [one's] !ifor Goy,crnnicn property' or an agent on protective 
detail isThccompanying an individual authorized to use other thah oacf-class 
aconimodations." 23 Theregulations fo an agency to approve/authorize busi ness-class 
accommodations mirror those for first-class accommodations.24 

If you have further questions. please contact me or your stati may contact Kyle Aarons in my 
office at (202) 564-751 or Aarons.Kyleepa.gov . 

cc: The Honorable John Shirnkus 
Cháirmän, Subcommittee on Environment 

21 41 C.F.R. 301-10.123(a)(3). 

301-10. 123(a)(3)(i), (ii). 
24 See4 I c.i:.i § 301-10.123(b)(2).



UNITED STATES ENVtRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2O4G

OFFiCE OF
0NGRESIc*1AL AND

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
RELATIONS 

The Honorahe Frank Pallone. Jr. 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Comnerce 
U.S. I louseD1 Reprcsçntatives 
Washitigion. D.C. 2051 5-61 15 

Dear Representative Pal lone: 

This respondsto your letter-, datedTehruy 2Q. 20 1 regarding pastafr trVe1 of Administrator 
Pruitt. Tile Administrator akd:that I respondonhs hehal 

The U.S. Environ iental Protectkn Agiics: l'tecti:e Service Detail has identi tied speci tic, 
Ongom thieats associated with the Administratoi s au travel and theieioie shifted his class 
based oi certain security protools that require him to bC tiear fh front of tlie pIane. This 
locatiOn allo\vs the Adiiiiistrators securityagents toexpeitiously exit with hini upon the 
occurrence of a threat According to EPA s Assistant Inspector Geneial for Investigations 
Admiristrator Pruite "has had signi fiant1y more threats directed against him. Thee' s absolutely 
no question about it	In fact EPA has received at least tour to five times the numbet of threats 
against Mi Pruitt than [the agency had against Ms [Ginal McCarthy 2 In addition to the 
increased number of threats the Assistant Inspector General explained that the threats run the 
variety of direct threats - I iii going to put a bullet in your brain - to implied threats - it ou 
don't classilTy this particular chemical in this-particular way. Fm gOing to hurt you.'" 3 These 
threats are not limited to .i tist Administrator Pruitt - they also target- his fâmi ly.4 

Because of these oiigoihgecurity cQncerns. EP, had apprcyed, on anindividulized basis, each 
time the Adni i nistrator needed to usC oth( than cOach-ttavel äccoñiniOdations. Vederál Tavel 
Regulations state that 1w ! henexcptional securitycircumstances require other than COach-class 
airline accommodations," an agenc "may authorize/approve Iirst class accommodations."5 
Further. 'exceptional security circumstances are determined by IaOl agency and shOuld only be 
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authorized up to the minimum other than coach-class.accommodation necessary." 6 These 
circumstances rnciude but are not limited to situations when the [ulse of coach-class 
accommodations would endanger Fon&s] life or Government property" or an agent on protective 
detail is 'accompanying an individual authorized to use other than coach-class 
accommodations." 7 Theregulations for an agency to. approve/authorize business-class 
accommodations mirror those for first-class accommodations.8 

Enclosed please flnd information and documentation responsive to your request for official air 
travel of the Administrator, including airlare and other travel information On past trips his 
protective service detail accompanied him iniirst class. Should you need informatiOn and 
documentation regarding the, travel of the Administrator's Protective Service Detail, we can 
work with your staff to provide you with an opportunity to review those documents at EPA, as 
they are security sensitive. 

If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may cbñtact Kyle Aarons in my 
office at (202) 564-735 1 or Aarons.KyleQepa.gov . 

Oy LyoTis 
Associate'Adn.i:nistrator 

cc: The 1-lonorable Greg Walden 
Chairman 

1(1. 
§ 301-IO.123(a)(3)(D, (ii). 
Se€ 4 C.F.R. § 301-10. 123(b)(2).



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTgqrION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
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RELATIONS 
The Honorable Diana DeGette 
Rank inLt Member 
Subcommittee On Oversight aid instigati'pns 
Committee on Encry and Coimiircë 
U.S. House' of Representatives 
Washington. 1).C. 2051 5-61 1 5 

This responds to your letter. dated February 20'Ol 8. rgardingpastair1ravel oF Adfriinistator 
PruitL The Administrator asked That'! esp,ond onhis behali 

The US. Environmenia lroteciiôiigeny'iProt'ectiv.e Service Detail has idefiuifie'd speëi tic. 
ongoing threats associated with the A'diiiiistrtoisair travel .and. Eherefire. shi fledhis class 
based on certain security pro'tooisthat reqiiire him th be nearIhe front of the plane. This 
location allows theAdministrator's security agentsto expeditiously exit with him upon ihe 
occurrence of a threat. According'tO EPAs AsistntJnsèctor General tr Investigations, 
Administrator Pruiti "has, had significantly more, threats directcd.against him. 'Ther&sabsoIutely 
no question about it'." fn 'flict. EPA has eceiv'd' t at least four to live times. the;numbcro'I threats 
against Mr. Pruiu than [the agency] had against Ms. [Gina] McCarthy.'° In addition'to the 
increased number ot'threats the As 'sistant Inspector General explained that the threats run the 
variety odirect threats - l'in going to put a hulktin you'r hrain * to iipplied 1threats - if you 
don t classif y this prticuEar chemical in this particular	I ni going to hurt \OU	Ihese 
threats are not limicd to just Adniiistthtor I Sruitt - they also target, his 'family. 12 

I3ecau'se of these ongoing security cpnc,erns, EPA had approved on an individializcd basis. each 
time the Administrator needed to use otlir thiaIi 0.oaehtrth'c1 accommodations. Federal Travel 
ReguLtions statc that [jhen e'ceptional sec9rlt) circums ances require other than coach-class 
airline accommodat oiis, an agency "may authori £e/appro e tirst class accoiiimodatic'ns 
F urthe- eceptional security circumstances are determinec h) [ani agen.y and should only be 
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roy,.	E 
Associate Administrator 

authorized up to the minimum other than ëoach-class accommodation necessary.' 4 These 
circumstinces include but are not limited to situations when the [ujsc of coach-class 
accommodations would endan&er [one s] lile or Goveinment property or an agent on protective 
detail is accomanyingan individual authorized to use other than coach-class 
accornhiodations.' Theregulations tbr an agency to approve/authorize business-class 
accommodations mirror those for first-class accommodations)6 

Enclosed please find information and documentation responsive to your request for official air 
travel of the Administrator including airfare and other travel intormation On past trips his 
protective service.detail accompanied him in first class Should you need information and 
documentation regarding the travel of the Administrators ProtcetiveService Detail, we can 
work with your staff to provide you with an opportunity to review thOse documents at EPA, as 
they are, security sensitive. 

If you have further questions, please contact me or your stafimay contact Kyle Aarons in my 
office at (202) 564-7351 or Aarons.KyIeepa.gov . 

cc: The I Lonorable Gregg Harper 
Chairman. Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 

II Id. 
§ 301-I0.123(a)(3)(i), (ii). 

16 &'L' 41 C.F.R. § 30)- 10. 123(b)(2).


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

